4 June 1984

LEPTIAT DEATH SQUADS

Salvadoran guerrjlla factions qenerally began as small cells
of urban middle class terrorists whq uded kidnapping, torture,
and murder as political tools. The overwhelming majority of
victims of leftist violence have Seen common rural citizens. For
example, during 1980 and 1981--the two years of greatest
political violence--the insurgents puhlicly toqk‘credit for .
thousands of "adjust}ciamientoé".(juaicidus'executionsl,af rural

Nt 4
inhabitants alleqedly collahorating with the‘,:mtlitarv;_"the

government, or semi-autonomous ref-orm agencies. Gugrrilla
factions continue routinely to claim resoonsibilitv.for local
assassination, - Methods of operation
suggest that politically motivated (,killings by the left are

generally carried out by specifically assigned teams of urban

militants and rural guerrillas, —

assassinate high Salvadoran officials and political party

leaders. _

Distinguishing be"fween leftist or rightist responslSility :
for civilian deaths remains difficult. —
that of the 165 registered poli:;ical deaths hetween 1 March énd
30 April 22 were attribhuted to the insurgent left and the rest

were committed by "unknown assailants.'-
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